2015-2016 Course Syllabus
English I College Prep

Mrs. Sabala

Website – http://LSabala.weebly.com
 Email: LSabala@linden.k12.nj.us
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course fulfills the freshman English requirement. It provides an introduction to basic literary forms – the short story, the novel, poetry, and drama. Specific attention is given to the improvement of reading, thinking, and discussion skills in connection with required reading. The writing process is reviewed as it applies to argument, analysis, description, and explanation. The student will also be required to complete outside reading and research as well as participate in the summer reading program.
GRADING SCALE: ALL Linden High School Language Arts teachers will use the following scale to establish your grade:
Tests/Projects/Essays
40%

Classwork/Participation
25%

Quizzes                                20%

Homework                           15%
REQUIREMENTS:
Summer Reading: As per board policy, all students will complete two in-class summer reading assignments.  The reader’s response journal is due on _________________ and the in class exam will be on _________________.  Each will count as a test grade in the 1st marking period. 
Tests/Quizzes: Both standardized and teacher-generated tests and quizzes will typically be announced.  However, if it is apparent that students are not doing the reading, I will assign a pop quiz. Pop quizzes are typically open note. In other words, do the reading, take notes, and there won’t be any surprises. (
Projects/Essays: Students will be required to write several essays throughout the course of the year varying in length from 5 paragraphs to 2-3 pages. There will also be group projects, which will be assigned over the course of the year. Projects and Essays are to be submitted ON THE DUE DATE. You will lose a FULL LETTER GRADE each day it is late. If you have extenuating circumstances that prevent you from submitting work on time please come see me!

Classwork and Participation: Because participation is 25% of your overall grade, it can mean the difference between an A or B. In addition to contributing to class discussion, participation also means, completing the weekly Agenda and “Do-Now,” completing reading assignments, responding on MyBigCampus, and cooperating in groups or pairs. It is expected you are on time to class. Being on time and prepared for class with completed homework is considered part of your participation grade. 
Homework Policy: All students are expected to complete homework assignments on time. Each homework assignment will count as one stamp on your Weekly Agenda sheet. Weekly Agendas are to be handed about every 2 weeks. Homework will be accepted ONE day late for HALF credit. Please subscribe to Remind alerts to stay updated with Homework reminders.
Materials: For this course you will need your MacBook Air and a 2- pocket folder to keep Agenda sheets and graded assignments.  You will need to have these materials by _____________________; this will count for points toward participation.  
*A NOTE ON READING:  All students will be asked to read a substantial amount this year.  We will read in class as a large group, in small groups, and independently.  You are also expected to read on your own time. I am a big fan of Audio books! You are free to listen to audio books via Youtube, Librivox.org, and sometimes I will upload them to our class website.
COURSE OVERVIEW

This course provides an introduction to basic literary forms – the short story, the novel, poetry, and drama. Specific attention is given to the improvement of reading, thinking, and discussion skills in connection with required reading. The writing process is reviewed as it applies to argument, analysis, description, and explanation. The student will also be required to complete outside reading and research as well as participate in the summer reading program. Below are some of the literary works we will read over the course of the year. Remember, this is just an overview of what we might read, texts may change or be omitted over the course of the year. 
Novels and Plays

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

The Diary of Anne Frank (play)
The Odyssey by Homer

Night by Elie Wiesel
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana De Rosnay

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

Short Stories 
The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell

A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury

Poison by Roald Dahl

Thank-you Ma’am by Langston Hughes

The Gift of the Magi by O’Henry

The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant

The Scarlet Ibis by James Hurst

Interlopers by Saki

The Sniper by Liam O’Flaherty

Marigolds by Eugena W. Collier

A Christmas Memory by Truman Capote
The Lottery by Shirley Jackson

Non-Fiction Newspapers, Magazines and digital texts

Final Notes: I know that we all have lives outside of LHS and sometimes our lives get in the way of schoolwork. If you are struggling, I would like you all to know that you can always email or speak with me after school. I want you all to do well and succeed! (
Our Classroom website will always be up to date. If you are absent, check our website!

I will regularly send Remind101 messages and tweet important homework assignments, reminders, upcoming exams and due dates for essays. I will also use Twitter to post fun things related to classwork. You may also tweet, send a message via Remind101 or email me questions/comments related to class. 
Follow me on Twitter: 
@LHS_MrsSabala

Remind 101 
Send a Text message to 81010

In the message type @Eng1Sabala 

